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GCB honored by Ohio Department of Mental Health 

at All-Ohio Psychiatric Institute 

CINCINNATI:  Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Services (GCB) has been presented with a Clinical Quality Award from the Ohio Department of Mental Health (ODMH) for Primary and Behavioral Health Care Integration.  GCB CEO Tony Dattilo of West Chester and Clients Rights Officer Diane Wright of Mt. Washington accepted the award at the 10th All-Ohio Institute on Community Psychiatry held March 25 and 26 in Cleveland.   GCB was honored along with three other community mental health centers in Cleveland, Columbus and Portsmouth for bringing national recognition to Ohio by being selected to receive funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

The GCB project, called “Holistic Health Project Cincinnati”, was officially launched earlier this month after renovations to create offices for primary care at the agency were completed.  Services funded by the grant include basic health screening, screening basic vitals before clinic appointments, increased primary care capacity and referrals to The Health Care Connection (THCC), wellness groups, peer support, and nursing care management, especially for clients who are experiencing serious and chronic health issues and conditions. Studies show that people with mental illnesses die much earlier than the general population and often unnecessarily because they are not accessing care for their physical health.
At the awards luncheon, ODMH Director Tracy J. Plouck explained the concept of health care integration.   “Historically, individuals needing both physical and mental health services are treated within separate “silos” without the benefit of shared information or proper referrals among their doctors and other health care providers.   Truly integrated care means treating both physical and mental health conditions in a comprehensive, coordinated way.”   
Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Services (GCB) is the most comprehensive mental health agency in Hamilton County serving adults with severe mental illness.  GCB is a fully certified, nationally accredited, 501 (C) (3) nonprofit organization recognized for the successful implementation of “Best Practice” programs and innovative services. Its mission is to assist persons with mental illness to lead productive and fulfilling lives. www.gcbhs.com 
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